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the several NASA Astronauts at the National Basketball
Association’s (NBA) All Star Party and NBA Welcome Reception.

On February 17, 2006, the NBA is holding its All Star Reception at Space Center
Houston. The event is designed to kick-off the league’s All Star weekend, which will
include the All Star game and several associated events to be held around the greater
Houston area. The NBA has chosen the theme of Space and Basketball for this year’s
All Star weekend. Therefore, several events will feature information about both
professional basketball and space exploration. The reception is a gathering of
approximately 3,000 invited guests including top executives from several international
corporations representing a wide range of interests, NBA executives, current and
former professional athletes, and local Houston community leaders. It provides
members of the NASA astronaut corps an opportunity to discuss the importance of
NASA'’s mission and educate guests on the Vision for Space Exploration and the roles
astronauts have in carrying out NASA’s mission. Moreover, the event provides NASA
a good opportunity to participate in a significant community event that is designed to
showcase the Johnson Space Center as an integral part of NASA’s mission for human
space exploration.

The event will be attended by a wide range of individuals representing a large section
of the national and international corporate communities, as well as the local community
who have an interest in NASA and its missions. The NBA will provide tickets for the
invited NASA employees and their guest. The event will provide an opportunity for
NASA invitees to widely disseminate information to the Houston community about the
NASA Mission, Vision, goals, and statutory obligations. I find that this event meets the
requirements of a “widely attended gathering” as defined in 5 C.F.R. §2635.204(g).

I conclude that NASA'’s interest in its employees attending this event outweighs any
concern that free attendance may, or may appear to, improperly influence any NASA
personnel in the performance of their official duties. Therefore, NASA invitees, and a
guest, may attend this event at no charge and accept any food or refreshments that may
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be offered. However, NASA employees whose duties may substantially affect the
sponsor of this event may have a conflict of interest and should seek an individual
determination pursuant to 5 C.F.R. §2635.204(g)(3)(i) regarding participation in this
event from the Office of Chief Counsel.
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